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Transformation of Political Elites Types
During China’s Reform and Open—up Period:
A Diachronic Comparative Approach

Joo, Jang—hwan

This study was designed to conduct a diachronic comparison of how the types of Chinese
political elites have changed over the past 40 years from 1982 to 2022. The specific target is the
members of the Communist Party of China's Central Committee, including the regular and
candidate members, who are recognized by everyone as representative political elites in China. As
an analytical framework, we used a four—dimensional elite typology centered on “integration,
differentiation, scope of circulation, and method of circulation.” In addition, the initial type of
diachronic comparative analysis was set as a “W—W—N—G” type based on the conclusions from
previous research results, in which the degree of integration is relatively lower than before, the
degree of differentiation is greater than before, the scope of circulation is narrower than before, and
the method of circulation has gradually changed.

The results of the analysis revealed that the degree of integration, which consists of three
variables: the size of the political elite network, the number of political elite behavioral guidelines,
and the influence of specific guiding ideologies, has been steadily strengthened. In the dimension
of differentiation, six variables were measured: gender distribution, ethnic origin, major career,
elective major, region of origin, and major work region. Overall, the results were somewhat mixed
for each variable, but the degree of differentiation was nonetheless understood to have been
strengthened based on the trend. In the dimension of the scope of circulation, which is a variable of
the replacement rate of Central Committee members for each session, the degree has been
widened. Finally, in the dimension of the method of circulation, which is a variable of the
institutionalization related to elite succession and deployment, it is judged to have gradually
become more radical.

Based on these results, it was revealed that China's political elite had changed from the
“W—W-N—G" type in 1982 to the “S—W—W—S type in 2022, which had a relatively stronger degree of
integration, a wider degree of differentiation, a wider scope of circulation, and a more radical form
of circulation in all dimensions compared to the initial type, although there were ups and downs in
the middle.

Key word : China, Political Elites, Transformation, Open—Reform Era, Typology



