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* Abstract *

A Study on Identities of Zainichi North Korean Refugees:
Focused on Cultural Identity

Kim, Jae-won

The purpose of this study is to analyze the identity of 1.5 generations of Zainchi North
Korean refugees from a cultural perspective, In our modern history, there are people who have
lived without the identity of 'I' separated from the nation and its people. Among them are 'Zainichi
North Korean refugees'. Zainichi North Korean refugees are those who escaped North Korea after
being repatriated by the North Korean regime, the Chochongryon, and the Japanese government
from 1959 to 1984, Since the first North Korean repatriation began in December 1959, 93,342
people were repatriated to North Korea until 1984, Among them, about 500 1,5 generation Zainich
North Korean refugees returned to South Korea or to Japan,

1,5th Generation Zainichi North Korean refugees in Japan are those born and lived in Japan
until their adolescent years, spent their youth in North Korea, and defected to South Korea and
reached senior age. Zainichi North Korean refugees are Zainichi born in Japan with Korean
parents, They are also North Korean refugees, They have experienced both Japanese and North
Korean culture and are now adapting to South Korean culture, Therefore, the study of Zainichi
North Korean refugees is in line with the study of the diasporic identities, The identity of the 1.5
generation Zainichi North Korean refugees was a continuation of enduring the pain of separation
and the pain of living in North Korea,

In conclusion, the cultural identity of Zainichi North Korean refugees was first derived due to
time and space, and “separated” in the process of constantly moving without fully settling down as
diasporic families, Second, rather than adapting or assimilating to a specific society, Zainichi North
Korean refugees showed “marginalized” characteristics centering on their own group or family,
Third, the cultural identity experienced by Zainichi North Korean refugees at the temporal and
spatial level was expressed as a result of an active “recognition struggle” against adaptation by

refusing to assimilate and to integrate,

Key word : Zainichi North Korean Refugees, North Korean Refugees, Identity, Cultural
Identity, Assimilation, Diaspora, Recognition struggle



