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* Abstract °

The Forced Labor Mobilization of Koreans
under Japanese Imperialism and Suits for Damages

Song, Kuejin

The compulsory mobilization of Koreans was implemented throughout
Korea, Japan, Sakhalin, Manchuria, China, and the southern regions of Asia.
Under the plan of Japanese government, the interests among the military, the
constitution, and the capitalists of Japan were coincided and they forced
Koreans to the toil on the pretext of Tecruitment’, ‘government recommendation’,
or ‘requisition’. Koreans were subjected to chronic violence while working in
detention, resulting in death due to murderous labor intensity. Thus, the
Koreans resisted collectively and even tried to escape at the risk of life, giving
up the unpaid wages. The victims of the forced labor mobilization had to live
without any recompenses after liberation. They filed suit in the 1990s, among
which the plaintiffs of “Mitsubishi case” filed suit in Korea after losing a
lawsuit in Japan. They finally prevail in the Supreme Court. The verdict of
Supreme Court overturned the existing ruling, which was a very shocking
event in the legal profession at the time, but it was a fair judgment in the sense
of “history academia”. However, the Japanese companies have refused to accept
the Supreme Court ruling in South Korea, which remains an unresolved issue.
Interdisciplinary research combining the judicial review of the legal system
based on the researches accumulated in the history academia, is necessary to
solve the problems related to the forced labor mobilization. In addition, the
solidarity of the Korean-Japanese Citizens’ Movement could evoke the influence
of the international community and help solving the real problems related to
the forced labor mobilization of Koreans.

Key word : The Forced Labor Mobilization, Unpaid Wages, Recruitment, Government Recormmendation),
Requisition, Supreme Court, Citizens' Movement, Suits for Damage





